Robert K. Hitchcock

Robert K. Hitchcock is Professor of Geography and is a core faculty member in the Center for Global Change and Earth Observations (CGCEO) at Michigan State University.  He is also an adjunct member of the faculty of the Department of Anthropology at MSU and at the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  He serves currently as a member of the Board of Directors of the Kalahari Peoples Fund, a non-profit 501c3 organization that assists poor people in southern Africa.  
Originally trained as an archaeologist and anthropologist, Hitchcock has carried out research and development work in North America, southern, eastern, and central Africa, Latin America (Guatemala and Peru), and Hawaii. Over the past four decades (1975-present), Hitchcock has served as an international development consultant, social specialist, and advisor to governments (Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, Somalia, Swaziland,  the United States) and international agencies on issues relating to resettlement, land use planning, local level development, drought, and disaster responses, and community-based natural resource management.  Much of his professional career has been spent working on issues relating to the San (Bushmen) of Botswana, Namibia, South Africa, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 
Work relating to the issue of resettlement (involving people affected by development and conservation projects or conflict) have been at the core of his Hitchcock’s research and applied work.  He has carried out work on conservation-related resettlement in Botswana and Namibia, dam-related resettlement in Lesotho, and refugee resettlement in Namibia (2001), Somalia (1983-84) and the United States (on-going).  In Botswana, Hitchcock’s work has focused broadly on the mitigation of development projects involving land reform.  He has been involved in the monitoring of the Remote Area Development Program (RADP), Botswana’s assistance program aimed at helping people in areas outside villages.  He helped frame some of the research and monitoring work for Botswana’s Accelerated Remote Area Development Program (ARADP, 1988-1996) funded by the Norwegian Agency for International Development.  He has also done assessments of non-government organizations working on San (Basarwa) issues, including the Kuru Family of Organizations (formerly, Kuru Development Trust (1999), First People of the Kalahari (2000, 2004), and the Nyae Nyae Farmers Cooperative (later, the Nyae Nyae Conservancy), Namibia (1987, 1992, 1995), and resettlement efforts relating to Hai//om San (Namibia, 2011).  

Hitchcock was involved in the drafting and monitoring of the regional natural Resoruce Management Program (NRMP) that promoted CBNRM in Botswana, Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe) (1989-2000) and the LIFE (Living in a Finite Environment Project (USAID and government of Namibia (1992-2002).  For the past two 21 years Hitchcock has been a member of the Panel of Environmental Experts (POE) of the Lesotho Highlands Water Project (Phases 1 and 2). Most recently, Hitchcock was part of an assessment team doing the anthropological and social impact assessment of a large-scale copper-silver mining project in western Botswana (2011). He also did an analysis of the cultural heritage impacts of the Dahla (Arghandab) Dam and Irrigation Rehabilitation Project in Kandahar, Afghanistan (2010-2011). Some of his work involves the analysis of remote sensor data on disasters, refugees, and settlement and land use systems.  
Hitchcock has been a board member of a number of international organizations, including the International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), the Center for Rural Affairs, the American Civil Liberties Union (Nebraska chapter), the United Nations Association (Nebraska chapter), the Crisis Recovery Foundation International, the Kalahari Peoples Fund, the Trust for African Rock Art (TARA), the Grassland Foundation, the Post-Genocide Education Fund (PGEF), and the Botswana Society. 
Hitchcock has taught courses in anthropology, archaeology, geography, development, human rights, and remote sensing at a number of different universities and colleges, including Michigan State University, the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, the University of New Mexico, and South Dakota State University. He has lectured widely in universities in Africa, North America, Europe, and Asia.
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