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Maria Sapignoli
Address: Piazza Ferrari 22, 47900 Rimini, Italy






Email: maria@sapignoli.it or msapig@essex.ac.uk                                                               
Tel: 00 39 348 9009374
Title: Social-Cultural Anthropologist 
Areas of interest: Social and cultural anthropology, indigenous peoples’ movements, human rights, international and regional organizations, law and anthropology, anthropology of development, globalisation, identity, representation, structural violence, citizenship, health, gender, resettlement, human-environment interactions, non-government organizations and community-based organizations, Sub-Saharan Africa.

Qualification, Education and Training
	2010/2011   
	Visiting Research Student, Department of Anthropology, University of New Mexico, USA

	2007 / 2011
	PhD in process with 3 year Scholarship at the University of Essex (UK), Department  of Sociology 
Title: The San, the State, and the International Community:  Asserting Local Power through Globalised Indigenous Identities
Fieldwork: Botswana, UN and some NGOs



	2009
	ILO’s Course at the Training Centre in Turin: “Training of Trainers on Indigenous Peoples’ Issues”.
 This Course had as main aims to strengthen the capacity of UN staff and indigenous experts to provide training and other support to UNCTs in how to engage indigenous peoples effectively and bring indigenous peoples’ rights and issues into the mainstream of development-related UN work at country level

	2004/2007

2005/2006

2001/2004

2000
2000


	MA “Ethnology and Cultural Anthropology” 110/110 lode - summa cum laude
University of Bologna, Department of Anthropology. (M.Phil).
Thesis in Ethnology of Africa; Fieldwork in Botswana 
One year Erasmus/Socrates                                First Class with  distinction

University of Essex (UK), Sociology and Human Rights.

BA “Cultural Anthropology”                             First Class: 107/110
University of Bologna, Department of Anthropology.

Final dissertation in Indigenous societies in Latin America. 
Archival Research: Castello Sforzesco Archives (Milan).

English Course, Miami, Florida (USA) –Three months.
Diploma Liceo Scientifico “Alessandro Serpieri”, Rimini. Final Mark: 90/100




Anthropological Fieldwork

· Botswana:  July-August, 2011, March-April, 2011, June-December, 2006 (plus extensive work with NGOs and individuals relating to the Central Kalahari Game Reserve, the Remote Area Development Program, and rural communities in western Botswana)

· International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Rome, Italy (work on evaluating projects of indigenous organizations receiving grant funds), April-July, 2010

· Nicaragua:  January-March, 2010, fieldwork in an NGO (FIMI-International Indigenous Women’s Network)

· Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, United Nations, New York: 2009 (6 months)

· Sessions of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, United Nations, New York (2008, 2009, 2010) 

Publications 
Sapignoli, M., (in process) “Indigenous mobilization and activism: a case study of First People of the Kalahari” in  Short, D., Lennox C., (eds), Handbook of Indigenous Peoples’ Rights, Routledge.
Sapignoli, M (2012) Kalahari Centrale: sviluppo, identita e diritti indigeni, Universita’ degli Studi di Milano, Scenze Politiche. 

Sapignoli, M., Hitchcock, R., (2012) (eds) Popoli Indigeni, Vilolenza e Diritti Umani in Africa, UNICOPLI, Milano.

Hitchcock, Robert K. and Maria Sapignoli (2012) “The Indigenous World”.  In Sage Handbook of Social Anthropology, Richard Fardon, John Gledhill, Olivia Harris, Trevor Marchand, Mark Nuttall, Cris Shore, Veronica Strang and Richard Wilson, eds.  London:  Sage

Hitchcock, Robert K., Maria Sapignoli, Wayne Babchuk (2012) “Physical and/or Cultural Genocide? Conflicts between Hunter-Gatherers and Pastoralists in Eastern and Southern Africa”. In Invariably Genocide? When Hunter-Gatherers and Commercial Stock Farmers Clash, Mohamed Adhikari, ed.  Cape Town: University of Cape Town Press.

Sapignoli, M (2012) “Boundaries and Bushmen: The Central Kalahari Game Reserve Then and Now”, in Anthropology New, February 2012
Sapignoli, M (2011) Local Power through Globalised Indigenous Identities: The San, the State, and the International Community. Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Essex, Colchester, United Kingdom.
Sapignoli, M and Robert Hitchcock (2011) “Botswana”. In The Indigenous World 2011, Kathrin Wessendorf, ed.  Pp. 475-482. Copenhagen: International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs.

Hitchcock, R.K., M. Sapignoli, and W.A. Babchuk (2011) “What about Our Rights”?  Settlements, Subsistence, and Livelihood Security among Central Kalahari San and Bakgalagadi. The International Journal of Human Rights 15(1):62-88.
Sapignoli, M. and R. K. Hitchcock (2011) “Development and Dispossession: Land Reform in Botswana”. In Africa for Sale: Analyzing and Theorizing Foreign Land Claims and Acquisitions, Sandra Evers, Caroline Seagle, and Froukje Krijten, eds.  Leiden, Boston, and Tokyo:  Brill Academic Publishers. 

Hitchcock, R., M. Sapignoli, W. Babchuk, J. Luedert, and L. Martindale (2010) “Botswana”. In The Indigenous World 2010, Caecelie Mikkelsen, ed.  Pp. 554-561. Copenhagen: International Work Group for Indigenous Affairs.

Sapignoli, M (2009) “Indigeneity and the Expert: Negotiating Identity in the Case of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve”.  In Law and Anthropology, Michael Freeman and David Napier, eds. Pp. 247-268. Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press.

Sapignoli, M., (2007), Laurea Specialistica, Indigenato e Strategie Politiche in Botswana: il Caso dei Boscimani del Kalahari Centrale, Universita’ degli studi di Bologna, Bologna, Italy.

Sapignoli, M. (2005) “Il Quero un elemento di comunicazione”. In Appunti di Campo: Nuovi Studi in Omaggio a Laura Laurencich Minelli, S. Venturoli, (ed.). Pp. 25-46. Bologna, Italy: Quaderni del Dipartimento di Discipline Storiche, CLUEB.
Papers Presented
Sapignoli, M., (2011), The Central Kalahari: Development, Indigenous Identities and Rights, Paper presented at the Conference ‘Diritti Umani e Popoli Indigeni: tra locale e globale, tra autonomia e cooperazione’, University of Milan, 27-28 November, 2011. 
Babchuk, Wayne A., Robert K. Hitchcock, and Maria Sapignoli (2011) Fifty Years of the Central Kalahari Game Reserve (1961-2011):  A History of Land Use, Contested Resources, Legal Rights, and Justice among Indigenous Peoples. Paper presented at the Nebraska Academy of Sciences, 118th annual meeting, Nebraska Wesleyan University, Lincoln, Nebraska, 15 April, 2011.

Hitchcock, Robert K., Maria Sapignoli, and Wayne A. Babchuk (2010) Local Justice and Legal Rights among Indigenous and Minority Peoples of the Central Kalahari, Botswana. Paper presented in a symposium entitled “Transitional Justice: Global Mechanisms and Local Realities after Genocide and Mass Violence,” Alexander Labhan Hinton, chair and organizer, 109th annual meetings of the American Anthropological Association (AAA), New Orleans, Louisiana, November 17-21, 2010. 

Sapignoli, M. and R. K. Hitchcock (2010) Development and Dispossession: Land Reform in Botswana.  Paper presented at the NVAS Conference on “Africa for Sale”: Analyzing and Theorizing Foreign Land Claims and Acquisitions, University of Groningen, Groningen, The Netherlands, October 28-29, 2010.
Sapignoli, M., (2008) Anthropologist ad Expert and Factual Witness: The Central Kalahari Case, Law and Anthropology Conference, University College London, July 2008.
Sapignoli, M., (2008) The Central Kalahari Game Reserve Court Case, Sociology Department Doctoral Conference, University of Essex, June 2008.
Professional Experience
2011
Social impact assessment of a potential copper-silver mining project in central and western Botswana (the Ghanzi Copper Project) for SIAPAC and Loci Environmental, Gaborone, Botswana, July-August, 2011.  

	2010
2010

2009


	Internship at the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), Rome, Italy. 

Consultant for Ngo FIMI, Managua, Nicaragua.
Internship at the United Nations Headquarters in New York, Division of the Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues. 
Supervisor: Ms. Elsa Stamatopoulou, Chief Secretariat of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, Division for Social Policy and Development, DESA, DC2 UN Plaza New York 10017, tel. +1 (917) 367 5100, fax+1 (917) 367 5102, stamatopoulou@un.org


	2008 

	Volunteer in London-based NGO, Survival International.


	
	

	2008


	Dene First Nation, Buffalo River, Canada 



	
	

	2006 - ongoing
	Volunteer for Indigenous NGO, First People of Kalahari, Botswana.

	
	


Conferences and Presentations
2011 November Diritti Umani e Popoli Indigeni: tra locale e globale, tra autonomia e cooperazione’ University of Milan, Italy, 27-28 November 2011

2011 April
    Nebraska Academy of Sciences, 118th annual meeting, Nebraska Wesleyan

    University, Lincoln, Nebraska, 15 April, 2011.

2010 November  109th annual meetings of the American Anthropological Association (AAA), 



     New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, November 17-21, 2010. 

2010 October      Conference on “Africa For Sale:  Analyzing and Theorizing Foreign Land Claims

and Acquisitions, University of Groningen, Groningen, The Netherlands, October 28-29, 2010.

2010 April-May  UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, New York.

2009 April           UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, New York.

	2008 July           
	Law and Anthropology Conference, University College London. 



	2008 June
	Doctoral Conference, University of Essex.

	2008 April/May
2007
2004
2009
	I attended the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, New York, USA. 
My MA final dissertation is on indigenous identity and rights in Botswana

My BA dissertation looks at some indigenous communities in Peru and how they perceived their identities as linking them to pre-colonial and colonial societies. 

Focal point in the organization of the UN proclamation of the International Day of the Mother Earth.

I attended the 8th session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, New York, USA. 


	2008

	I attended the 7th session of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, New York, USA. 



Languages

Italian – mother tongue



French – good reading ability

English - excellent written and spoken

Spanish-good reading and understanding ability
Computer Skills

Windows Vista, Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, Power Point), Outlook Express, Lotus Notes Photoshop, Excellent internet skills, Mac System. 
Other Skills

Social impact analysis (SIA) and assessment, institutional analysis of organizations, development project evaluation, ethnographic interviews, qualitative and quantitative analysis
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